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Common Core State Standards

Our Students. Their Moment.

FOR PREKINDERGARTEN—-STH GRADE: ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND IMIATHEMATICS

In 2011 New York adopted the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) to make sure that all children succeed once they
graduate from high school. This guide is designed to help you understand how the standards will affect your child,
what changes you will see and what you can do at home to help your children the classroom.

Why Are the Common Core State Standards Important?

The Common Core State Standards are important because they will help all children — no matter who they are —learn
the same skills. They create clear expectations for what your child should know and be able to do in key areas:
reading, writing, speaking and listening, language and mathematics. If you know what these expectations are, then
you can work with the teacher and help your child prepare.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA)

The new Common Core State Standards make several important changes to current standards. These changes are
called shifts. The chart below shows what these shifts change, what you might see in your child’s backpack and what

you can do to help your child.lf your child’s assignments do not reflect the shifts, then talk to your child’s teacher.

What'’s Shifting? What to Look for in the Backpack? What Can You Do?

. Your child will now _Ld 25 Look fof ybur kids to havé mﬁre readlng ass;ignments baéed' on. . Read non-ﬁctibﬁ books with

more non-fiction in each real-life events, such as biographies, articles and historical your children. Find ways to
grade level. stories, make reading fun and exciting.

e Reading more non-fiction e Look for your kids tp bring home more fact-based books about | e  Know what non-fiction books

texts will help your child the world. For instance, your 1% Grader or Kindergartener might are grade-level appropriate and
: : read Clyde Robert Bulla's A Tree is g Plant. This book léts make sure your children have
mmgil_lg students read and learn about science, access to such books.

. Your Chl|d will read » Your kids will have reading and writing assignments that might | «  Provide more challenging texts

Qi ' ask them to retell or write about key parts of a story or book. for your kids to read. Show
g_gg_gjy, 80 they can make For example, your 2% or 3¢ Grader might be asked to read them how to dig deeper into
sense of what they read and aloud Faith D'Aluisio’s non-fiction book titled What the World difficult pleces.
draw thelr own conclusions Eats and retell facts from the stary.

. When it comes towritingor | e Look for written assignments that ask your child to draw on o Ask your child to provide

retelling a story, your child concrete examples from the text that serve as evidence. evidence in everyday
will use "evidence” Evidence means examples from the book that your child will discussions and
gathered from the text to use to support a response or conclusion. This is different from disagreements,
mmmm_sgy: the opinion queshons that have been used in the past,

° Your chlld will gam_bg_tg s Lodk for writing asslgnments that ask your child to make o Encourage writing at home.
arguments in writing using evidence. For 4% and 5% graders, Wiite together using evidence
this might mean reading and wiiting about The Kids Guide to and details,

Money, a non-ﬁclional book by Steve O!ﬁnosk:

o  Your child will have an e |look for asslgnments that stretch your child's vocabulary and o Read often to babies, toddlers,

increased academic teach them that “language is power,” preschoplers and children.




MATHEMATICS

To improve student learning, the new Common Core State Standards are different from the old ones. These changes
are called shifts. The chart below shows what is shifting, what you might see in your child’s backpack and what you

can do to help your child. Again, if your child’s assignments do not reflect the shifts, then talk to your child’s teacher.

What'’s Shifting?

What to Look for in the Backpack?

What Can You Do?

o  Your child will work moie
will &nsure full understanding.
(less is more!)

Look for assignmenté that requlre stﬁdeﬁts to shdw 1|
their work and explain how they arrived at an
answer.

| Knowwhatconcepts are importaﬁt

for your child based on their grade
level and spend time working on
tfiose concepts.

o Yourchild will keep building
on learning year after year,

starting with a strong
foundation.

Look for assignments that build on one andther. Fof |

example, students will focus on adding, subtracting,
multiplying and dividing. Once these areas are
mastered, they will fecus on fractions. Building on
that, they will then focus on Algebra. You should be
able to see the progresslon in the topics they learn

Know what concepts are important
for your child based on their grade
level and spend time working on
those concepts.

° Your chlld wm m_ﬂmg

Look assxgnments 1hat bulid on one another. For
eXample, students will focus on adding, subtacting,
multiplying and dividing. Once these areas are
mastered, they will focus on fractions. You shotild be
able to see the progression in the topics they leam.

Be aware of what concepts your
child struggled with last year and
support your child in those challenge
areas moving forward.

e Your child will understand why
the math works and be asked

to talk about and prove their

Your child might have assignments that focus on
memorizing and mastering basic math facts, which
are important for success in more advanced math
problems,

Help your child know and mémoriie
basic math facts, Ask your child to
‘do the math” that pops up in daily
In‘e

e Your child will now be asked fo
use math in real-world
situations,

Look for math assignments that are based on the

real world. For instance, homework for 5t graders
mightinclude adding fractions as part of a dessert
recipe or determining how much pizza friends ate

based on fractions. :

Provide tlme every day for your child
to work on math at home.

TALKING TO YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER

When talking to your child’s teacher, try to keep the conversation focused on the most important topics that relate to
your child. This means asking the teacher how your child is performing based on grade-level standards and

expectations.

Also, ask to see a sample of your child’s work. Compare your child’s samples to those found at

http://engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-common-core-sample-questions. Also, feel free to bring those

samples to your child’s teacher and ask the teacher to explain how the samples are used in the classroom.

This information will enable you make important adjustments at home that can help your child achieve success in the

classroom.

For more information, please visit: www.engageny.org or contact your local principal or superintendent.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)

Parents across New York want to know more about the Common Core State Standards. Below, you will find some
frequently asked questions and answers about the standards. It will be updated over time. Please contact your
child’s teacher or principal to learn more about your school’s work with the Common Core.

Q: What are the Common Core State Standards?

A: The Common Core State Standards show what students in Pre-K through 12* grade should know and be able to
do in English language arts and mathematics. The standards will help all students across the State learn the same
skills. This will make sure that they are ready for college and careers. The standards include changes, or "shifts," in
how teachers teach to help children succeed in the topics and skills that matter most. The standards are designed
to help all young people get prepared for college and careers.

Q. Does having common standards mean everyone will learn less?

A. No. The Common Core State Standards have been built from some of the best standards gathered from States
across the country, as well as from other nations and extensive research on what’s needed to succeed in jobs and
higher education. The Common Core standards ask teachers and students to dig deeper into the core skills and
concepts for each grade level. This means that students will learn much more about fewer topics. It also means that
teachers will have more time to cover subjects in greater detail. This gives students an opportunity to really
understand what is being taught.

Q. Do the standards tell teachers how to teach?

A. No. They are a tool to help teachers prepare the best classroom lessons and activities. The standards also help
students and parents by showing them what it takes to be successful in each grade level. They are an important
roadmap for teachers, students and parents.

Q: How were the standards developed?

A: Forty-six states brought together experts, teachers and researchers to write the Common Core State Standards,
along with almost 10,000 comments and suggestions, including many from New York teachers and parents. New
York adopted them in 2010. The standards are well-matched for our classrooms and will help our students learn
more. Please visit http://corestandards.org/the-standards to read the full set of standards.

Q. Will this mean more tests?

A. No. The Common Core State Standards do not mean more tests. But there will be different, and better, tests.
Starting in April 2013, the New York State Assessments will test student’s Common Core knowledge and skills for
3" grade through g™ grade in English language arts and mathematics. These new tests will reflect the changes, or
“shifts,” in the standards. The tests will make sure that students can meet grade-level expectations.

Q. Will these new tests be harder?

A. At first, the new tests may seem more difficult. This is normal. The new tests will be based on the “shifts” in the
standards. Over time, students and teachers will adjust to the clear expectations. There also is a possibility that
student test scores could drop in the first or second year of the new tests. However, the tests are an important tool
for improving student achievement. The new tests will help principals and teachers identify those students who
might need extra support to successfully move on to the next grade level.




Q. What does this work mean for students with disabilities and English language learners?

A. The standards will help teachers have more time to cover subjects in greater detail. This gives students an
opportunity to really understand what is being taught. There is a clear guide for applying the standards to English
language learners and students with disabilities. Also, all states will be working together to constantly improve
upon these issues. This will result in a strong support system for all learners.

Q. What will the Common Core State Standards mean for students across the country?

A. The standards set clear expectations for student learning across the country. In the past, every State had its own
set of different academic standards. This meant that U.S. students were learning different skills and concepts at
different rates. The Common Core State Standards give all New York students an equal opportunity to learn the
same high standards. This leads to a greater chance of success in college, career and life.

Q: If standards are raised, is it more likely that students will drop out of school?

A: It is not more likely that students will drop out of school. Research points out that many factors come
together to cause a student to drop out of school. Research also shows that students want to be challenged
more in school. For example, 7 in 10 young people who had dropped out said they were not motivated or
inspired to work hard in high school. Two-thirds of the dropouts said they would have worked harder if more
was demanded of them (such as with higher academic expectations, more studying and more homework).*

Q: Is the adoption of common core standards in English language arts and mathematics going to limit
student access to other subject areas, such as the arts or career and technical education?

A: No. New York understands the importance that all subjects have in preparing students for success beyond

high school. Graduating well-rounded students is important for the State’s future. The clearer standards of the
Common Core will actually help teachers integrate learning across subject areas. This means that students will be
given lessons that bring together mathematics, science, social studies, English language arts and other subjects.

Q: Do the Common Core State Standards penalize students in low-performing schools by creating
unrealistically high expectations?

A: No. All too often, students in low performing schools today are held to lower expectations. New York has
adopted the Common Core State Standards so that a// students receive an excellent education.

Glossary:
o Shift — A change in how teachers teach and how students learn
Text — Any written work
Non-fiction — Texts about real-life events or facts
Evidence — Bits of proof from the text
Arguments — How students to convince someone of something
Judgment — A student’s conclusion about what they have read
Focus — Learning more on fewer topics
e Speed and Accuracy — How quickly a student can solve math problems correctly

Sources:

e Common Core State Standards Initiative: http://www.corestandards.org/
e Council of Great City Schools: http://www.cgcs.org

e EngageNY: www.engageny.org

e National PTA: http://pta.org

! Civic Enterprises. The Silent Epidemic: Perspectives of High School Dropouts. March 2006.
http://www.saanys.org/uploads/content/TheSilentEpidemic-ExecSum.pdf
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Common Core Resources for Parents
Where to Learn More and Get More

NATIONAL RESOURCES

National PTA Parent’s Guides for Student Success
http://pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583

The site contains a suite of materials, including short guides explaining changes in standards in
English language arts (ELA) and Mathematics. Guides are available for each grade K-8 and for
high school by subject.

The guides are available in English and Spanish and include:
¢ What children should be fearning in English language arts and mathematics in each
grade with the new standards.
* Activities that parents can do at home to support their child's learning.
» Methods for helping parents build stronger relationships with their child's teacher.
o Tips for planning for college and career readiness.

Council of Great City Schools Parent Roadmap
http://www.cgcs.org/Domain/36

The site provides individual road maps in English and Spanish for ELA and mathematics for each
of grades K-8. These maps help guide parents through what their children will be learning and
how they can support that learning. They also provide timelines showing how selected
standards change from year to year so that students will be college- and career-ready upon their
graduation from high schoot.

The Council of Great City Schools has also produced a parent-friendly three minute video
explaining the Common Core, available at:http://www.commoncoreworks.org

Stand for Children Web site
http://stand.org/national/blog/2012/09/10/common-core-standards-building-strong-
foundation-our-childrens-success

The Stand for Children web site includes a brief and parent-friendly description about why states
have adopted CCSS, what the shifts are and what will change for students.

NEW YORK RESOURCES

Engage New York Parent and Family Resources
http://engageny.org/parent-and-family-resources

EngageNY.org 1
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This page links to the resources described here as well as others, including guides and activities
to help parents better understand how New York is implementing Common Core Learning
Standards and how they will look in classrooms.

Engage New York Common Core Assessments

http://engageny.org/common-core-assessmentsandhttp://engageny.org/resource/test-guides-

for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics

Resources and information for parents interested in learning more about Common Core
assessments, including test guides and sample questions.

New York City Department of Education Common Core Library for Families
http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/CommonCorelibrary/ForFamilies/default.htm

This site includes resources such as an Overview of Common Core and a script to accompany a
brief video in multiple languages: Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, French, Haitian Creole, Korean,
Russian, Spanish and Urdu.

EngageNY.org 2
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Effectlve Strategles for English Language Learners
Keep in mind that strategies that are good for teaching English Language Learners are good for every learner.
1. Identify them- Step one. Know who the EL students are In your class.

2. Give them ways to show understanding in different ways that count— Sure, we assess on writing essays, but
can we also assess a skill based on a 1-3 sentence submission like an exit card, blog post, or caption? How ‘bout
as a sound file? How about as a discusslon, debate, or formal conversation? We can make rubrics for just about
anything, so why not try something that isn’t just writing-focused?

3. Keep them close— Try to put as many EL students as possible in the tables closest to you or the front of the
room. If they can’t be right next to the teacher, at least put them in a functioning group, surrounded by
achievers plus hopefully a person they would like to sit with. (see strategy #14)

4. Notice the top 3 errors they all share and teach to those- it’s hard to individualize attention for every kid, but
if you can identlfy the top 3-5 errors they all tend to make and then weave lessons around those into your class
lessons, then at least you will have some targeted lessons in the bag.

S. Blog- Blogging means they don’t have to raise their hand in public. in addition, a teacher can create a prompt
easily based on responding not only to a piece of reading, but also to a picture or a video. What's turned in can
be anywhere from 1 sentence to S paragraphs. it's up to you, but it definitely seems to demystify participation
for many of them.

6. Give Students Choice~ Let them choose the book they get credit reading. Let them choose from a few
prompts to answer. Let them choose the question they respond to. Etc...

7. Give them Accessible Scaffolds- Have them glue scaffolds into their writers note books to give them
ownership of their resources. These can be sentence stems for oral discussion, definitions, sentence stems for
leveled questions, outlines, etc....

8. Have them work with partners- Working with partners develops their oral communication skills and
comprehension. Talking about what we are learning about or sharing what they have written helps them retain
information and get better in communicating their knowledge.

9. Have them use T-T-W- Use?the think, talk, write strategy to prep their brains.

10. Create opportunities for “small responses”- Use “Think Marks.” These are book marks where they can write
questions, thoughts, vocabulary in a non-threatening, short and sweet format.

11. Use the “Say Something” strategy— This is where the students are given sentence starters to help them
comment on what they are reading before, during, and after.



12. Use cloze paragraphs to help scaffold writing — Create paragraphs structures that ask them to fill In the

blanks with content. ?That way they learn arganization and structure through modeling while still showing thelr
knowledge.

13. Revlew Key Vocabulary- Model the correct pronunciation and have the whole class repeat it chorally (this Is
good for our EOs as well, since sometimes they don’t know how to properly pronounce the words either).

14, Use Heterogeneous Grouping — Mix them up. ?Seat an English learner next to another student who speaks
the same language.

15. Modlfy rubrics for our ELD students— Develop modified rubrics that reflect mastery of content rather than
perfection of grammar, syntax, mechanics, punctuation, etc. Assess what's most important.

16. Use a word of the day to teach high-level content words- Be sure to use these words on a regular basis and
to remind students of the meaning and simpler synonyms we often use to mean the same thing. Te.g. "The

exposition is the word we use to describe the beginning of a story. 50, what happens In the exposition of
“Seventh Grade?”

17. Use BrainPop to review concepts ~ Have students take notes from the video, as needed. Use the close
captioning option so students can hear and read the words as the video progresses.

18. Use Listening and Reading Simultaneously - Use the audio CDs or downloads to listen to the story as
students foilow along in their texts. ?

19. Give them cholce, but limit their choices — Unlimited choices are overwhelming for anybody. ?Limit thelr
choices of presentation so they aren't hit by a a wall of possibilities. ?That way, they are also choosing from
possibllities that reflect the level you expect and it doesn’t freak them out.

20. Provide first sentences or paragraphs for writing assignments — Having that first part done already for them
to tack onto can defeat the blank-white-paper-phobla.

21. Allow students to parrot the teacher’s answers — If they can do that much, they've likely been paying
attentlon,

22. Find time to teach grammar expllcitly - Principal parts of verbs is an area that deserves speclal attention.
When we hear someone say “the car Is broke” or “| should have went” we ask whether he pald attention during

English class, yet many of the errors adults make involve similar problems with verbs. Be the mode! and target
what you want them to know.

23. Provide Model Pieces — Post correct examples of work, color-coded when possible. It’s a great time saver
when kids say they don’t know how to do an assignment or are confused ahout your level of expectation,

24. Provide a Print Rich Favicnnmant- Have a rlacernam likrams sith ~ oioda soe st £ ¢ e kin - (s



them to read whatever strikes their fancy even if it seems that it Is not challenging them. Once you get them
hooked on your library, then you can direct them to more challenging materials,

25. Teach How to Use Dictionarles- Don’t assume kids know how to use a dictlonary or any other kind of
Informatlonal resource. Teach them how to use them and that they are not all created equal. Have several
types in the classroom-plcture dictionaries, collegiate dictionaries, English-Learner dictionaries, Show them
some reputable online dictionarles. Encourage thelr use. Create a homework assignment that requires
dictionary use. Model using them yourself regularly.

26 Color Code- Use color and shapes to locate text structure, find verbs, adjectives, literary techniques at work.
“Cloud the similes and make the descriptive adjectives green.” Use color to get them Interacting with text.

27 Utilize Props and Visual Cues- Point at things, use the document camera; get props from a yard sale, A glant
ear for “listen”, a golden key for “this Is important”, a pirate’s hook for narrative attention getters,

28, Speak Idjomatically- Use idioms and figurative language in your speech and draw attention to it when you
do. “Metaphorically speaking, we need to get a fire under us to finish this assignment before the bel| rings.”

29, Give them a heads up - Don't “require” EL students to talk on the spot. Instead, give them fair warning.
Tell them that tomorrow we’re doing this and that, and then Jet them know that you will ask them two
questlons about it. Or ask a stronger student to answer, and then ask the EL student to repeat what that
student said. Ask the EL student If he agrees. This way, you can Indirectly get the student to participate In
discussions without all the anxiety.

30. Let them use thelr expertise - Encourage Spanish speakers to use thelr knowledge of the language in figuring
out meanings of new vocabulary. There is a iot of correlation and simllaritles that they don't realize.

31. Utilize role-playing — Role playing is great to use and it doesn’t have to take a lot of class time. it’s fun for
everyone and EL students can “see” what they just read. You can also ask for students to illustrate on the board.

32. Encourage parental Involvement - Many EL parents stiil don’t understand the American educational system.
Something as simple as reading a report card or grade sheet Is new to them. They may not even know what
classes thelr children are taking. Find ways to get parents involved. ?Send home a sheet In the home language
that specificially explains how to emall or call you. Encourage parents to write notes to you in their own
language (student will translate, and they usually are very honest). This bridge In communication makes
students more accountable because now they know that their Parents are Involved and parents have a better
understanding of what's going on.

33. Compare their learning to what they recognize - When teaching the grammar/mechanics of writing, ask
students to compare it to their native language. Sometimes if they are aware of the differences or similarities,
then English grammar will make more sense. Teachere dnn’t hairo 4a ba Lt . 4 '



34. Have them think and write in thelr first languiage to fill In gaps - If there is a word or phrase that must be
used to enhance the writing, but the student can only write it In her native language, let her do so. We want to
develop fluency of thought. We don’t want the student to give up because she’s stuck on a word or phrase.
This Is true for using the bilingual electranic dictionaries, Tell students to only use it the last five or ten minutes

of an assignment. Write whatever they can In English and leave blanks for the words/phrases they don’t know.
" Then they can [ook It up later. Otherwise, they'll look up every other word|

35. Have them create samples on/at the board — Using the new activeboards or using a document
camera/computer, students can come up and write, click/drag, label, color, highlight, etc. on the board. This
helps check for understanding and its FUNI

36. Find small group/one-on-one time — After teaching a lesson and sending off the kids to break out Into small
groups or work Independently, pull the EL’s and make sure they understand the lesson, and, If not, find out
what they didn’t understand. By working with a small group, even If it's only for a few minutes once or twice a
week, you slowly galn an understanding of how much they understand from your lessons and what things you
need to go through more thoroughly.

37. Use visuals - By having students draw plctures to represent vocabulary or key terms it helps them visualize
the word or the concept better. For some EL’s they can express themselves better through pictures than words.

38. Provide student samples — we can glve kids directions and rubrics and tell them what a 5 paper looks like and
the components that are necessary, but showing them samples of a real 5 paper from former students and
comparing ittoa 2, 3, or 4 paper has real power. Let them dissect It to help them become better writers. Itis
also a good model for them tq refer back to and compare their own writings to.

39. Use academic vocabulary — Even if it seems like it would be above their heads, ELD students won't learn
higher levels of word cholce unless we use those words dally. ?Don’t hesitate to use the word analyze or
synthesize. ?Just make sure you use easler synonyms too while talking about what the words mean. ?Academic
vocab Is hard to understand on context alone.

40, Don't assume... — Finish this sentence however you want. Don’t assume that just because they don’t speak
our language the student isn’t capable of greatness. In the end, it’s really all about ensuring that we are doing
everything we can so that they understand the content and produce evidence of that knowledge In the most
engaging way they can.
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PARENTS® GUIDE TO

Student Success

This quide provides an averview of what your child will : K' N D E R GARTE N :
learn by the end of kindergarten in mathematics and English ¢ & a= el SiRas
language arts/literacy. It focuses onthe key skills your child

will learn in these subjects, which will build a strong foundation for success in the other subjects

he or she studies throughout the school year. This guide is based on the new Common Core State
Standards, which have heen adopted by more than 40 states: These K-12 standards are informed

by the highest state standards from across the country. If your child is meeting the expectations

outlined in these standards; he'or she will'be well prepared for.1st grade:

WHY ARE ACADEMIC STANDARDS IMPORTANT?

Academic standards are important because they
help ensure that all students, no matter where

they live, are prepared for success in college and
the workfarce. They help set clear and consistent
expectations for students, parents, and teachers;
build your child's knowledge and skills; and help set
high goals for all students.

Of course, high standards are not the only thing
needed for our children’s success. But standards
provide an important first step — a clear roadmap for
learning for teachers, parents, and students. Having
clearly defined goals helps families and teachers
work together to ensure that students succeed.
Standards help parents and teachers know when
students need extra assistance or when they need

to be challenged even more. They also wiil heip your
child develop critical thinking skills that will prepare
him or her for college and career.

HOW CAN | HELP MY CHILD?

You should use this guide to help build a relationship
with your child’s teacher. You can do this by talking to

_ his or her teacher regularly about how your child is.

doing — beyond parent-teacher conferences.

Athome, you can play an important role in setting high
expectations and supporting your child in meeting them.
i your child needs a little extra help or wants to learn
more about a subject, work with his or her teacher to
identify opportunities for tutoring, to get involved in
clubs after school, or to find other resources.

THIS GUIDE INCLUDES

~ B An overview of seme of the key things your
child will learn in English/literacy and math
in‘kindergarten

M ldeas for activities to help your child learn at
home

B Topics of discussion for talking to your child's
teacher about his or her academic progress



Learning new language skills is a hallmark of kindergarten. Your child will learn about
the alphabet and its role in reading. Your child will practice rhyming, matching words
with beginning sounds, and blending sounds into words. Practice with these types of
activities is a powerful step toward learning to read and spell correctly. The size of your
child’s vocabulary is another key factor in his or her ability to read and comprehend
books and stories. Your child also will begin to experiment with writing and will be
encouraged to use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing letters to share
information, ideas, and feelings.
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A Sample of What Your Child Will Be Working on in Kindergarten

@ Naming upper- and lower-case letters, matching @ Taking partin classroom conversations and
those letters with their sounds, and printing them following rules for discussions {e.g., learning to

B Comparing the adventures and experiences of listen to others and taking turns when speaking)

characters in famillar stories, such as fairy tales B Speaking clearly to express thoughts, feelings,
and folktales and ideas, including descriptions of familiar

B Retelling familiar stories and talking about staries people, places, things, and events

read to them using details from the text B Asking and answering questions about key details

B Using a combination of drawing, dictating, and in stories or other information read aloud

writing to describe an event, including his or her @ Understanding and using question words (e.g.,
reaction to what happened who, what, where, when, why, how) in discussions

B Stating an opinion or preference abouta topicor ~ E Learning to recognize, spell, and properly use those
book in writing {e.g., “My favorite book is...") littte grammatical words that hold the language
together {e.q., a, the;to, of from, I, is, are) - msne
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PARENTS' GU|DE T0
Student Success
This guide provides an overview of what your child will 1 ST GR AD E _ '

learn by the end of 1st'grade in mathematics and English

lanquagearts/literacy. It focuses on the key skills your. child

willlearn in these subjects, which will build a strong foundation for. success in the other subjects
he or she studies throughout the school year.. This guide is hased on the new Common Core State
Standards, which have been adopted by more than 40 states. These K-12 standards are informed
by the highest state standards from across the country. If your child is meeting the expectations
outlined in these standards, he or. she will be well prepared for.2nd grade.

WHY ARE ACADEMIC STANDARDS IMPORTANT? HOW CAN | HELP MY CHILD?

Academic standards are important because they You should use this guide to help build a relationship
help ensure that all students, no matter where with your child's teacher. You can do this by talking to
B __theylive, are prepared for successin college and ~his or her teacher regularly about how your childis
sy the workforce. They help set clear and consistent doing — beyond parent-teacher conferences.

J - expectations for students, parents, and teachers; . . o
build your child's knowledge and skills; and helpset ‘At home, you can play an important roie in setting high

» : high goals for all students. expectations and supporting your child in meeting them.
ol If your child needs a little extra help or wants to learn
'!1-:__ Of course, high standards are not the only thing more about a subject, work with his or her teacher to
needed for our children’s success. But standards identify opportunities for tutoring, to get involved in

provide an important first step — a clear roadmap for  clubs after school, or to find other resources.
learning for teachers, parents, and students. Having
£ clearly defined goals helps families and teachers
* waork together to ensure that students succeed, 2 THIS GUIDE INCLUDES
e Standards help parents and teachers know when B An overview of some af the key things your, child will
students need extra assistance or when they need learn in Englishliteracy and math in 1st grade
to be challenged even more. They also will help your
child develop critical thinking skills that will prepare
him or her for college and career. - Topics of discussion for talking to your child's
teacher about his or her academic progress

B _Ideas for activities to help your.child learn at hame




In 1st grade, your child will become a more independent reader and writer. Your child will
continue to learn and practice rules for recognizing the sounds that make up words and
will be able to sound out more complex words. Such foundational skills are necessary and
important components of developing proficient readers with the capacity to comprehend
a wide range of materials. Students will learn to think about what they read and talk about
the main ideas of simple stories. As they write and speak, 1st graders will learn to use
language appropriately; this includes using complete sentences and spelling words with
increasing accuracy.
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A Sample of What Your Child Will Be Working on in 1st Grade

B Using phonics {matching letters and sounds} and B Describing people, places, things, and events with
word analysis skills to figure out unfamiliar words relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings
when reading and writing clearly and with complete sentences

@ Describing characters, settings, and major events B Producing and expanding complete simple and
in a story, using key details compound statements, questions, commands, and

B Getting facts and information from different writings exclamations

B ldentifying the correct meaning for a word
with multiple meanings, based on the sentence
or paragraph in which the word is used (e.g.,
deciding whether the word bat means a flying
mammal or a club used in basebali)

B Writing about a topic, supplying some facts, and
providing some sense of opening and ciosing

B Participating in shared research and writing projects
{e.q., exploring a number of “how-to” books and

using them to write a sequence of instructions) . ) . L
B Learning to think about finer distinctions in the

meanings of near-synonyms (e.g., marching,
prancing, strutting, strolling, walking)

@ Taking partin conversations about topics and texts
being studied by responding to the comments of others
and asking questions to clear up any confusion

— T er v S 7 N T S T T T e T TR S T T oo
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PARENTS® GUIDE TO

Student Success
This quide provides an averview of what your child wil ZND GRAD E :

learn by the end of 2nd grade in mathematics and English

language arts/literacy. It focuses on the key skills your child

willlearn in these subjects, which will build a strong foundation for success in the other.subjects
he or she studies throughout the school year. This quide is based on the new Comnon Core State
Standards; which have been adopted by more than 40 states. These K-12 standards are'informed
by the highest state standards from across the country. If your child is meeting the expectations
outlined in these standards, he or she will be well'prepared for 3rd grade:

WHY ARE ACADEMIC STANDARDS iMPORTANT? HOW CAN | HELP MY CHILD?

Academic standards are important because they You should use this guide to help build a relationship
help ensure that all students, no matter where with your child’s teacher. You can do this by talking to

__they live, are prepared for success in college and his or her teacher regularly abouthowyour childis
the workforce. They help set clear and consistent doing — beyond parent-teacher conferences.

expectations for students, parents, and teachers;
build your child's knowledge and skills; and help set
high goals for all students.

At home, you can play an important role in setting high
expectations and supporting your child in meeting them,
b if your child needs a little extra help or wants to learn
5 0Of course, high standards are not the only thing more about a subject, work with his or her teacher to
needed for our children’s success. But standards identify opportunities for tutoring, to getinvolved in
bl provide an important first stap — a clear roadmap for  clubs after school, or to find other resources.
Pk learning for teachers, parents, and students. Having :
clearly defined goals helps families and teachers THIS GUIDE INCLUDES
work together to ensure that students succeed.
Standards help parents and teachers know when * M- Anoverview of some of the key things your child
students need extra assistance or when they need will learn in English/literacy and math in 2nd grade
to be challenged even more. They also will help your M Ideas for activities to help your, child learn at
child develop critical thinking skills that will prepare ; home

him or her for college and career. Topics of discussion for talking to your child's
teacher ahout his ar her academic progress




Students in 2nd grade will gain more skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening. They
continue to learn and practice rules for matching sounds to letters that make up words,
and they learn new concepts — such as words that share the same root (e.g., add and
additional)— that help them figure out the meanings of new words. Writing will become
an exciting way for your child to use newly learned words and phrases to express ideas.
As they write and speak, 2nd graders will be more attentive to the formal and informal uses
of English and will spell most words correctly in their writing.

A Sample of What Your Child Will Be Working on in 2nd Grade

@ Paying close attention to details, including B Participating in shared research projects (e.g.,
illustrations and graphics, in stories and books to read books on a single topic to produce a report)
answgr who, what, where, when, why, and haw @ Taking partin conversations by linking his or her
questions comments to the remarks of others and asking

@ Determining the lesson or moral of stories, fables, and answering questions to gather additional
and folktales information or deepen understanding of the topic

B Using text features (e.g., captions, bold print, B Retelling key information or ideas from media or
indexes) to locate key facts or information books read aloud
efficiently & Producing, expanding, and rearranging sentencas

@ Writing an opinion about a book he or she has {e.g., “The boy watchedthe movie”; "The little
read, using important details from the materials to boy watched the movie”; “The action movie was
support that opinion watched by the littie boy”)

- — B Writing stories that include a short sequence of & -Determining the meaning of the new word formed
events and include a clear beginning, middle, when a known prefix or suffix is added to a known
and end word (happy/unhappy; pain/painfu/painjgss)
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- Student Success

This guide provides an overview of what your child will
learn by the end of 3rd grade in mathematics and English

language arts/literacy. It focuses on the key skills your child

he or she studies throughout the school year.;This quide is based on the new Common Core State
Standards, which have been adopted by more than 40 states.These K-12 standards are informed
by the highest state standards from across the country. If your child is meeting the expectations
outlined in these standards, he or she will be well prepared for.4th grade:

WHY ARE ACADEMIC STANDARDS IMPORTANT?

Academic standards are important because they
help ensure that all students, no matter where

-they live, are prepared for-succassin college-and

the workforce. They help set clear and consistent
expectations for students, parents, and teachers;
build your child’s knowledge and skills; and halp set
high goals for all students.

Of course, high standards are not the only thing
needed for our children’s success. But standards
provide an important first step — a clear roadmap for
learning for teachers, parents, and students. Having
clearly defined goals helps families and teachers
work together to ensure that students succeed.
Standards help parents and teachers know when
students need extra assistance or when they need

to be challenged even more. They also will help your
child develop critical thinking skills that will prepare
him or her for college and career.

HOW CAN | HELP MY CHILD?

You should use this guide to help build a relationship
with your child’s teacher. You can do this by talking to

-his or-her teacher-regularly about how your child is

doing — beyond parent-teacher conferences.

Athome, you can play an important role in setting high
expectations and supporting your child in meeting them.
If your child needs a little extra help or wants to learn
more about a subject, work with his or her teacher to
identify opportunities for tutoring, to get involved in
clubs after school, or to find other resources.

THIS GUIDE INCLUDES

B An overview of some of the key things your child
will learn in Englishfliteracy and math in 3rd grade

B _1deas for activities to help your child learn at
home

8 Topics of discussion for talking to your child's
teacher about his or her academic progress

23

3AD GRADE

will learn in these subjects, which will build a strong foundation for success in the other subjects
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Third grade is a pivotal year for your child. Learing to read with fluency and confidence will
serve as a foundation for the reading demands in later grades. By practicing with leaming-to-read
strategies, your child will reliably be able to make sense of multisyllable words in books. He or she
will come to appreciate that words have meanings that are not literal (e. g. a piece of cake) and
have relationships to other words (e.g., company and companion). Recognizing and understanding

words will help your child read increasingly challenging stories and books and build knowledge

about the world around him or her. By the end of the year, your child also will be writing clear
sentences and paragraphs on a range of topics, drawing on an expanding vocabulary.

e e Sy e S e T e e R R
A Sample of What Your Child Will Be Working on in 3rd Grade

B Reading closely to find main ideas and supporting

details in a story

H Describing the logical connection between
particular sentences and paragraphs in stories
{e.g., first, second, third; cause and effect)

@ Comparing the most important points and key
details presented in two books on the same topic

H Writing opinions or explanations that group
" related information and develop topics with facts
and details

B Writing stories that establish a situation and

include details and clear sequences of events that
B

~ describe the actions, thoughts, and feelings of ~
characters
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this piece of work satrsfactory? How tould it be batter? ls my child on track? .

Independently conducting short research projects
that build knowledge about various topics

Asking and answering questions about information
he or she hears from a speaker or while
participating in classroom discussions, offering
appropriate elaboration and detail that build on
what othars have said

Reading stories and poems aloud fluently, without
pausing to figure out what each word means

Distinguishing the literal and nonliteral meanings
of words, such as somathing’s fishy and cold
shoulder

Spelling correctly and consulting dictionariesto

clarify meanings of words
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. TS GUIDETO
- Student Success

This guide'provides an overview of whatyour.child will 5 4T H G RA D E i
learn by the end of 4th grade in mathematics and English e S Ao S " B
language arts/literacy: It focuses on;the key skills your child =~ T A
will'learn in these subjects, which will build a strong foundation for success in the other subjects

he or.she studies throughout the school year.;This guide is based on the new Common Core State
Standards, which have been adopted by more than 40 states. These K12 standards are informed

by the highest state standards from across the country. If your.child is meeting the expectations
outlined in these standards, he or she will be well prepared for,5th grade. ;

WHY ARE ACADEMIC STANDARDS IMPORTANT? HOW CAN | HELP MY CHILD?

Academic standards are important because they You should use this guide to help build a relationship
help ensure that all students, no matter where with your child’s teacher. You can do this by talking to
¥ -theylive, are prepared for success in collegeand - his or her teacher regularly about how yourchildis — -
7= the workforce. They help set clear and consistent doing — beyond parent-teacher conferences.
:{{3 : expectations for students, parents, and teachers;

Athome, you can play an important role in setting high
expectations and supporting your child in meeting them.
If your child needs a little extra help or wants ta learn

Of course, high standards are not the only thing more about a subject, work with his or her teacher to
needed for our children’s success. But standards identify opportunities for tutoring, to get involved in
provide an important first step — a clear roadmap for  clubs after school, or to find other resources.

learning for teachers, parents, and students, Having
clearly defined goals helps families and teachers :
work together to ensure that students succeed. THIS GUIDE INCLUDES

Standards help parents and teachers know when * W An overview of some of the key things your child
students need extra assistance or when they need will learn in English/literacy and math in 4th grade
to be challenged even more. They also will help your
child develop critical thinking skills that will prepare
him or her for college and career.

build your child’s knowledge and skills; and help set
high goals for all students.

. |deas for activities 1o help your child:learn at
home

Topics of discussion for.talking to your child’s
teacher about his or her academic progress



Building the stamina and skills to read challenging fiction, nonfiction, and other materials
is fundamental in 4th grade. Your child will continue to learn about the world as well as
build vocabulary skills by reading more complicated stories and poems from different
cultures and a range of books on history, science, art, and music. Fourth grade students
also will make important strides in their ability to explain plainly and in detail what a book
says — both explicitly and what is implied from its details. By 4th grade, your child will
be writing effective summaries, book reports, and descriptions of characters or events
that use correct grammar and punctuation.

BTN S F AL TR AL D S T S MY O VAT 250t 75 )|
A Sample of What Your Child Will Be Working on in 4th Grade

B Describing the basic elements of stories — such @ Independently conducting short research projects

as characters, events, and settings ~— by drawing on different aspects of a topic using evidence
on specific details in the text from books and the Internet

@ Paying close attention to key features of @ Paraphrasing and responding to information
informational books and articles: these include presented in discussions, such as comparing and
understanding the main and supporting ideas: contrasting ideas and analyzing evidence that
being able to compare and contrast information; speakers use to support particular points

and explaining how the author uses facts, details, ]

! ; ~ Reporting orally on a topic or teliing a story with
and evidence to support particular points

enough facts and details
@ Comparing ideas, characters, events, and settings o

) . : Writing complete sentences with correct
in stories and myths from different cultures

capitalization and spelling

@ Writing sumroarues or opinions about topics B Relating words that are common in re adinge
SR ———supooned with a set of well-organized facts, - — - - ‘words with similar meanings (synonyms and to

details, and examples

their opposites {antonyms)

| == e Keeplng the convorsauon foousod; R e y
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PARENTS: GUIDE TO

_ Student Success
This guide provides an overview of what your child will ._ 5TH GRA D E :'_ :

learn by the end of 5th grade in mathematics and English

language arts/literacy. It focuses on the key skills your child

will learn in these subjects, which will build a strong foundation for success in the other subjects
he or she studies threughout the school year. This guide is based on the new. Common Core State
Standards, which have been adopted by more than 40 states. These K-12 standards are informed
by the highest state standards from across the country. If your child is meeting the expectations
outlined in these standards, he or she will be well prepared for 6th grade:

WHY ARE ACADEMLC STANDARDS IMPORTANT? HOW CAN | HELP MY CHILD?

Academic standards are important because they You should use this guide to help build a relationship
i help ensure that all students, no matter where with your child’s teacher. You can do this by talking to
e {-— -they live, are prepared for-success in college and — - his-or her teacher regularly about-how your childis— - —— - - ——---
the workforce. They help set clear and consistent doing — beyond parent-teacher conferences.

expectations for students, parents, and teachers; ) ) .
build your child’s knowledge and skills; and help set  Athome, you can play an important role in setting high

high goals for all students. expectations and supporting your child in meeting them.
: If your child needs a little extra help or wants to learn
apa! Of course, high standards are not the only thing more about a subject, work with his or her teacher to
needed for our children’s success. But standards identify opportunities for tutoring, to get involved in

provide an important first step — a clear roadmap for  clubs after school, or to find other resources.
learning for teachers, parents, and students. Having
clearly defined goals helps families and teachers
work together to ensure that students succeed. THIS GUIDE INCLUDES
Standards help parents and teachers know when
students need extra assistance or when they need
to be challenged even more. They also will help your
child develop critical thinking skills that will prepare
him or her for college and career.

"W An overview of some of the key things your child
will learn in English/literacy and math in Sth grade

* W Ideas for activilies to help'your child learn at
home

£ M7 Topics of discussion for talking to your child's
teacher'about his or her, academic progress




In 5th grade, your child will read widely and deeply from a range of high-quality,
increasingly challenging fiction and nonfiction from diverse cultures and time periods.
Building knowledge about subjects through research projects and responding
analytically to literary and informational sources will be key to your child’s continuing
success. Your child will write stories or essays that are several paragraphs long. By
devoting significant time and effort to producing numerous written pieces over short
and extended timeframes throughout the year, he or she also will gain control over many

conventions of grammar, usage, and punctuation as well as learn ways to make himself
or herself understood.

R P P 5 T 0 £ 0 NP 1 8 AT 0 A A AT O B L BT 0|
A Sample of What Your Child Will Be Working on in 5th Grade

B Summarizing the key details of stories, dramas, B Coming to classroom discussions prepared, then
poems, and nonfiction materials, including their engaging fully and thoughtfully with others (e.g.,
themes or main ideas contributing accurate, relevant information; elabo-

@ identifying and judging evidence that supports rating on the remarks of others; synthesizing ideas)
particular ideas in an author’s argument to change B Reporting on a topic or presenting an opinion with
a reader’s point of view his or her own words, a logical sequence of ideas,

B Integrating information from several print and sufficient facts and details, and formal English
digital sources to answer questions and solve when appropriate
problems & Expanding, combining, and reducing sentences to

B Writing opinions that offer reasoned arguments improve meaning, interest, and style of writing
and provide facts and examples that are logically B Building knowledge of academic words with an
grouped to support the writer’s point of view emphasis on those that signal a contrast in ideas

- e oo ——— [@-Writing stories; real-or imaginary, thatunfold —— + — - or logical relationships, such.as on.the other hand, . - -
naturally and developing the plot with dialogue, similarly, and therefore
description, and effective pacing of the action = Produclng writlng on the computer

Keepmg lhe conversafron focused. S ].
- When you talk to. the teacher; do not worry about covennq everythmg Instoan:l, koep the I
385

*3-_ Yzaul:'“glgi It(?'s convarsanon focusod onthe most rmportant toprcs ln Sth gradc. lhese rnclude %

& Teacher = B Readmy closgly ano drawmg e\ndence from gradt-levei ﬁcﬁon and nonﬁcton i '- i
) - materials, rnclud' ing the abrﬂly to quote accuratalyf?om them when answenng

’ B n T queshons S e S e S '

A I Adrustng communicaﬁons to accomplish a pamcular purpose (e g., providlng mare 7 '{
: bacquound mformatlon for audiences who do not know the topic well) [

Aslt to see a sample of vour ¢hild’s mrk. Ask the teachgr questrons such ar.: ls thrs
. piacs of work sausfaclory? How could'it bt better? Is 1 my child on track? How ¢ can (L
are . help my child i improve or excel in this area? it my child needs extra. suﬁport or wams to 1
learn mo[a about a subject. are there resources to help'hii or her. Ieammg outsidé the
d c|assmom?.. 1 .' : \ . It i Tl = J
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; PARENES CUDETG T
- Student Success

This quide provides an overview of what your child will
learn by the end of 6th grade in mathematics and English

6TH GRADE

language arts/literacy. It focuses on the key skills your child

will learn.in these subjects, which will build a strong foundation for success in the other subjects
he or she studies throughout the school'year. This guide is based on the new Common Core State
Standards, which have been adopted by more than 40 states. These K-12 standards are informed
by the highest state standards from across the country. If your child is meeting the expectations
outlined in these standards, he or she will be well prepared for.7th grade.

WHY ARE ACADEMIC STANDARDS IMPORTANT?

Academic standards are important because they
help ensure that all students, no matter where

- they live, are prepared for success in college and
the workforce. They help set clear and consistent
expectations for students, parents, and teachers;
build your child’s knowledge and skills; and help set
high goals for all students.

Of course, high standards are not the only thing
needed for our children’s success. But standards
provide an important first step — a clear roadmap for
learning for teachers, parents, and students. Having
clearly defined goals helps families and teachers
work together to ensure that students succeed.
Standards help parents and teachers know when
students need extra assistance or when they need
to be challenged even more. They also will help your
child develop critical thinking skills that will prepare
him or her for college and career.

HOW CAN | HELP MY CHILD?

You should use this guide to help build a relationship
with your child’s teacher. You can do this by talking to

- his or her teacher regularly abouthow your child is

doing — beyond parent-teacher conferences.

Athome, you can play animportant role in setting high
expectations and supporting your child in meeting them.
if your child needs a little extra help or wants to leam
more about a subject, work with his or her teacher to
identify opportunities for tutoring, to get involved in
clubs after schaol, or to find other resources.

£ THIS'GUIDE INCLUDES

M An overview of some of the key things your, child
will leamm in English/literacy and math in 6th grade

M ldeas for activities 1o hielp your'child learn a1
home

'm Topics'of discussion for talking to your child's
teacher about his or her academic progress




In 6th grade, students apply skills they learned in earlier grades to make sense of longer,
more challenging books and articles. That includes learning about how authors try to
influence readers and find reasons to support their ideas. Focusing on how authors

" . make their points and support their arguments with evidence and reasoning helps 6th
grade students sharpen their ability to write and speak with more clarity and coherence.
Students also will expand their vocabularies and use new words in their stories, reports,
and essays. To meet these literacy goals, students must devote significant attention to
precise details in their reading and when writing.

—

A Sample of What Your Child Will Be Working on in 6th Grade

B Analyzing how chapters of a book, scenes of B Writing brief reports that examine a topic, have
a play, or stanzas of a poem fit into the overall a clear focus, and include relevant facts, details,
structure of the piece and contribute to the and quotations
development of ideas or themes @ Conducting short research projects to answer

& Gaining knowledge from materials that make a question, drawing on several sources and
extensive use of elaborate diagrams and data to sharpening the focus based on the research
convey information and illustrate concepts findings

@ Evaluating the argument and specific claims in @ Reviewing and paraphrasing key ideas and
written materials or a speech, and distinguishing multiple perspectives of a speaker
claims that are supported by reasons and B Recognizing variations from standard English in his

evidence from claims that are not

or her own and others’ writing and speaking, and

8 Presenting claims and findings to others orally, using this knowledge to improve language use

sequencing ideas logically, and accentuating main a

ideas or themes

Determining the-correct meaning of a word based
on the context in which itis used (e.g., the rest of

B Writing arguments that provide clear reasons and the sentence or paragraph; a word's position or
relevant evudence using credible sources function in a sentence)

= ~ o ey -

Talking to
Your Child’s
Teacher

; .Ask fosga a sample of vour clnlds wort.Asl:the ioachor quesuons such as: is thls 1

RIS help my child lmprove or oxcolin tlus area? lf n my.child noedsam hupport of wam : A
e _.to lsarn more aboot a suh;ect, are tllere resou(cestn holp hns or her Ieaming outslde S
- thé clossroom? iR S P ; o
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._fll(eepmg the conversatlon focused kTS

:l Headlng closely and citing ewdenca lrom orade-fevel ﬁcnon and nonﬁction tm,

: i Dovolopi:g a'rich vooahular\r of complex and sophlstlcated words and usmg, 5 e
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Whan you talk to the toacher, do not worry about coverlng avsrylhlng lnstoad,Ttoep ;
the convorsaoon focused on the most lmportanttopnct. ln Glh grade.these mcluda

support an analvsls of what the matoruls say

themto speak and wnte more precusely and coheremiy O

o

piece.of work saosfactory? How could ntbo better? ls rqy chitd on track? How can (B




